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a selective absorption both for beat and light, in virtue of which certain rays 
are set apart to be stopped, while certain others are allowed to proceed ; after 
an analogous fashion, certain nerves excrciso a so-called selective power, per¬ 
mitting certain undulations to proceed, while tho3o of a different wave-length 
are intercepted. Most substances, including those that are transparent for 
light, nro generally opaque for dark heat of great wave-length, and small refran- 
gibility. So wo have no reason to think that heat can oxeito in the rotina un¬ 
dulations capable of being propapated by tho optic nerve to the sensorium, 
although light certainly does so'* (p. 224). 

Ho who reads this Essay will profit by it, and may throw aside tho rest of 
the hook. Tho theory is simple, commends itself to common sense, and is in 
accord with both physiology and tho other natural sciences. While perhaps 
distinctly formulated here for tho first time, it ib, however, an idea that has 
been entertained nnd taught for sorao years by the roviewer and perhaps by 
others. W. W. K. 


Art. XXXVIII.— On Compression of the Fatal Head by the Forceps and 

Cephalotribe. By IIooh L, IIodob, M.D., Philadelphia. Reprinted from 

‘‘Journal of Obstetrics" for May, 1875. 8vo. pp. 29. Now York; William 

Wood & Co. 

This pamphlet contains the last contribution to science of tho Into distin¬ 
guished Professor of Obstetrics in tho University of Pennsylvania, and embodies 
his views, aud the results of his experience in the uso of the forceps as tractors 
nnd compressors, and also of tho 11 compressor cranii. ,, The paper is clearly 
written nnd very forcibly expressed; and coming from so high a Bourco is well 
worth a careful perusal. To give somo idea of its contents, wo will present in 
order tho several propositions ns set forth by tho author. 

1. "The vault of tho foetal cranium is so constructed as to render it capable 
of compression. 11 

2. "Compression does actually occur in labour." 

3. "Compression of a foetal bead at term can bo effected to a great extent 
with safety to tho child." 

4. "Tho death of tho foetus during labour from pressuro results from two 
causes; 1st, the diminution or suspension of the functions of placenta and funis; 
and 2d, from the cessation of tho circulation generally." 

5. " Compression upon the head of tho foetus can often bo made by tho forcep3, 
not only with safety, but with great advantage daring labour." 

6. “ Delivery in moderately contracted pelves can bo effected with greater 
safety by tho forceps than by podalio version.” 

7. “Tho obstetric forceps, when woll constructed, is tho best extractor in 
cases of dead children, aud also in cases of craniotomy.” 

8. "Tho introduction of cephalotripey into obstetric prnctico by M. Baudc- 
loeque, Jr., should bo regarded ns tho greatest improvement in operative mid¬ 
wifery sinco the seventeenth century.” 

Prof. Hodgo was a strong advocato of tho application of tho forceps in 
reference to the foetal head rather than the mother’s pelvis, and after numerous 
alterations and experiments, finally perfected the instrument which bears his 
name, and has gone into such oxtensivo usg in this country. Speaking of 
applying tho forceps with the blades " as noarly coincident as possiblo with tho 
oceipito-mcntal diameter of the head," ho remarks, page 13 ; " J his is in con¬ 
travention of tho Gorman prnctice, followed by many English practitioners, 
oven by Dr. Barnes in his recent excellent work, of applying tho blades of tbo 
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forceps to tho aides of the pelvis irrespective of the position of the head, a 
practico which I must regard as unscientific and often very detrimental.'* 
Prof. Ilodgo also strongly favoured tho use of the forceps in moderately con¬ 
tracted pelves, over tho employment of podatic version, ns moro safe to tho 
mother and child; provided thcro be not leas than threo inches in tho conjugate 
diameter, and tho instruments of suitable character. He was certainly very 
ingenious in contriving instruments for obstetrical purposes, and very success¬ 
ful in tho uso of them. R. P. II. 


Art. XXXIX.— The Cholera Epidemic of 1873 in the United States. Govern¬ 
ment Printing Office, Washington, D. 0., 1875. 8vo. pp. 1053. 

Tins portly volume, prepared in obedience to an Act of Congress, contains 
much valuable matter not strictly required by tho enactment and not indicated 
by its title. It opens with a brief but excellent essay by Dr, John M. Wood- 
worth, tho Supervising Surgeon U. S. Marino Hospital Service, exhibiting tho 
agency of the mercantile marine in transporting cholera to our shores, and 
making suggestions for prevention. Dr. Woodworth, as well ns tho other 
authors of this work, is a firm believer in the causation of the disease solely 
by the introduction of specifically diseased ejecta into the bodies of the new 
subjects. Outsido of India, it is maintained that cholera passes from place to 
place and from person to person only by and through the transportation and 
ingestion of matters from tho stomach or bowels of its previous victims. Whilo 
cholera excretions in their original wet form possess their infectious qualities 
only at a certain stage of decomposition, and aro innocuous before and after 
that period, yet if dried during tho condition of activity they may and often do 
preserve their baneful potency for many days or weeks. Instances of nttneks 
of cholera soon following tho unpacking of clothing which had been worn in 
Borne far distant land during epidemics of tho disease, aro very numerous and 
of unmistakablo significance. 

It is worthy of notice, in view of his very oxtensivo researches nnd experi¬ 
ence, that Dr. Woodworth has very great faith in tho prophylactic power of 
sulphuric acid. In treating the developed disease, also, ho beliovcs this drug 
is the most successful. 

Tho portion of this work indicated by its principal titlo occupies some fivo 
hundred pages. The congressional resolution provided for tho appointment 
of on army Burgeon, who should visit localities where the epidemic appenred 
early or with special virulence, consult and question tho local health-boards 
and medical men, nnd learn by personal observation and inquiry the facts 
concerning its origin, character, and conditions. To this duty tho Surgeon 
General appointed Asst. Surgeon Ely McClellan. Considering that the foci 
of diseaso to bo examined numbered two hundred and sixty-four, and that tho 
allotted timo was only eight months, it is not surprising that Dr. McClellan 
was forced to avail himself very largely of tho observations of physicians resi¬ 
dent in tho infected places. Circulars wero sent out asking such medical men 
to communicato tho particulars of tho first nppearanco of the epidemic, its pro¬ 
gress, peculiarities, etc., and to give somo account of tho sanitni^ condition 
nnd influences of tho neighbourhood. In this way woro collected, and arc here 
presented, reports from sopnrato counties, towns, and cities, in tho scoro of 
8tatc3 visited by cholera in 1873, TheBC aro generally very full nnd satisfactory. 
In many cases tho physician writing was connected with tho local health-boards. 



